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8:00-8:10:   Introduction and Objectives ***with a focus on narrative writing 
● Novice & Apprentice: 

○ What are the parts of a writing workshop (minilesson, independent 
writing, share)? 

○ What are the parts of a writing minilesson (connection, teaching, 
active engagement and link)? 

○ How do we consider the “what, why, how and who” of lesson 
design and “most-some-one” for planning? 

● Practitioner & Expert: 
○ How do the parts of a writing workshop (minilesson, independent 

writing, share) nurture self-directedness? 
○ How can we engage learners differently throughout the parts of a 

writing minilesson (connection, teaching, active engagement and 
link)? 

○ How do we consider the “what, why, how and who” of lesson 
design and “most-some-one” for planning? 

8:10-8:45:  Co-Planning Writing Minilesson for Labsite #1 (Melissa Ramsay) 
8:50-9:30:    Co-Planning Writing Minilesson for Labsite #2 (Tiffany Phillips) 
9:35-10:00:  Minilesson Demonstration for Labsite #1 (Melissa Ramsay) 
10:00-10:15:  Debrief Labsite #1 (Melissa Ramsay) 
10:20-10:45:  Minilesson Demonstration for Labsite #2 (Tiffany Phillips) 
10:45-11:00:  Debrief Labsite #2 (Tiffany Phillips) 
 
Some great wordless picture books: 

● Chalk by Bill Thomson 
● Wave by Suzy Lee 
● Daisy Gets Lost by Chris Raschka 
● A Ball for Daisy by Chris Raschka 

Some great label books: 
● A Seed is Sleepy 
● 1001 Everyday Words 

 
Great blogs to support teaching writing: 

● Two Writing Teachers 
○ The Power of Language Revisited 

1. Assigning or inviting?  
2. Acknowledging what writers are doing– or NOT doing?  
3. 3. Are we employing growth mindset language imbued with invented 

optimism? 
4. Do we believe language actually matters? 
➢ Stacey Shubitz wrote a great post on the power of language back in 2013.  

In that post she suggests that it takes courage to change the way we speak 
with students.  And for some of us, changing our language can feel like a 
relinquishing of control.  But consider that by giving up some control, we 
make space for something else.  Oftentimes, language shifts begin with a 
shift in our beliefs about what is possible and what students are capable of 
as writers.  As the old adage goes, “People may not remember what you 

https://www.amazon.com/Chalk-Bill-Thomson/dp/0761455264
https://www.amazon.com/Chalk-Bill-Thomson/dp/0761455264
https://www.amazon.com/Wave-Suzy-Lee/dp/081185924X
https://www.amazon.com/Wave-Suzy-Lee/dp/081185924X
https://www.amazon.com/Daisy-Gets-Lost-Chris-Raschka/dp/0449817415
https://www.amazon.com/Daisy-Gets-Lost-Chris-Raschka/dp/0449817415
https://www.amazon.com/Ball-Daisy-Caldecott-Medal-Winner/dp/037585861X
https://www.amazon.com/Ball-Daisy-Caldecott-Medal-Winner/dp/037585861X
https://www.amazon.com/Seed-Sleepy-Dianna-Aston/dp/1452131473
https://www.abebooks.com/1001-Everyday-Words-Parragon-Incorporated/17792880185/bd
https://twowritingteachers.org/
https://twowritingteachers.org/2017/10/19/power-of-language-revisited/
https://twowritingteachers.org/2013/05/31/reinforcing-language/
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taught, but they will definitely remember how you made them feel.”  I would 
argue that language is the primary vehicle within that affective domain. 

 
Notes and kindergarten writers: 

● Use crayons to nurture representational drawing through November 
● Do not begin with 3-page booklets for B-M-E until December’s personal narrative unit of 

study 
● Begin with the auditory (phoneme) and then match with the visual (grapheme) 
● You may choose to have partners together for reading and writing considering (novice, 

apprentice, practitioner and expert levels) where they are as readers and writers 
● Always consider developmental appropriateness alongside most-some-one needs of 

your class  
● Indicators are the “money” and what all children need to know and be able to do by the 

end of the unit of study 
● Possible Writing “Unit” Progression for Kindergarten: 

○ <September - Mid-October> focus on drawing using Talking, Drawing, Writing 
lessons 

○ <Mid-October-Mid-November> label books (This “label book” unit of study will 
guide writers in their understanding of categories and subcategories.  A 
connection will develop between pictures and matching labels, not only within 
this study, but in your classroom and the community.  Writers will label their 
illustrations, attempting to represent sounds they hear with letters or a mark on 
the paper if they do not yet know the letter.) 

○ <Mid-November-End-November> pattern books (continue refining both their 
letter-sound knowledge and representational drawing skills in addition to using 
high frequency words from the word wall in their writing)  

○ <December> Writers will move to telling, sketching and writing true narratives 
with a clear beginning, middle and end across a 3-page booklet…(TCRWP Book 
1) 

 
Love Those Letters 

● Love Those Letters Trailer 
● Love Those Letters - Letter Lesson 

○ We hear sounds (phonemes-auditory) and look for letters (graphemes-visual) 
○ /woo/ - “w” 
○ /yee/ - “y” 
○ /ks/ - “x” 

 
Shared Drawing and Labeling (OUTSIDE of writing workshop time) 

● Launching for the first time with children (tips  - use tracing paper/stencils to help 
children start with a built form and see shapes) 

1. Live an experience together 
2. Have class together in the meeting area - turn and talk about which favorite part 

we should draw as a class 

https://www.amazon.com/Talking-Drawing-Writing-Lessons-Youngest/dp/1571104569
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dYWAvUgl3E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_sGtpWXeq8
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3. Teacher has a class shared drawing book (to use under a doc camera) or a 
piece of chart paper and coaches children to ask her/him questions while teacher 
responds by thinking aloud:  

■ Which shapes do I need to build/show my drawing? 
■ Which colors do I need to build/show my drawing? 
■ Where will I draw on the paper? 

4. Teacher draws and colors while children collaboratively discuss (Later in the year 
- you may choose to add labels) 

Possible extensions: 
5. Next children choose their OWN favorite parts of the SAME experience and tell a 

partner their favorite part, rehearsing it 
6. Children go off with their drawing books and draw their own favorite part 

 
 
 
Debrief of writing minilessons: 

● Minilesson timing break down: 
Minilessons (10-15) - supporting writers as decision makers...writers should 
always have their notebooks/chrome book/drafting pad/drafting folder 

● Connection (1-2 minutes) 
● Teaching (2-3 minutes) 

○ What (process/skill), How (strategy - 3 simple steps), Why 
(reason) - demonstration (REVISITING shared writing/mentor 
texts from immersion) 

● Active engagement ( ⅚ m inutes) 
○ Make a plan 

■ How COULD you try on this minilesson as a writer today 
(oral rehearsal)? 

■ What do you plan to commit to as a writer today based on 
where you left off yesterday? 

● Link (1-2 minutes) 
 

● Keeping kids engaged with singing 
● Using an index card as a visual for “3-simple steps” 
● Students were independent and self-directed 
● Show student work throughout the lesson under the doc cam 
● Have a visual for conferring so children know they CANNOT interrupt you 

○ 3 before me (independent before interdependent) 
● Support writers with using classroom resources (e.g. linking charts, mentor texts) 
● Interactive read aloud to support children making meaning of texts (with “readers’ 

eyes/minds first) and second, providing immersion for revisiting these texts as mentors 
(with writers’ eyes/minds) during writing workshop. 

● All children were able to choose a topic with at least 2-3 items that went with it 
● You can make math connections with sorting and classifying 
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● Steep children in vocabulary (e.g. slant, curved arc) 
● Have photos of shared experiences to “draw” from 
● We can use rehearsal/repetition, songs and echoing to help steps “stick” with children 

and to support maintaining engagement 


